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[1
st
 reading: Acts 2:1–21] 

[Psalm: Psalm 65:1, 9-13] 

[2
nd

 reading: 2 Peter 3:11-18] 

[Gospel: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23] 

[Liturgical date: Day of Pentecost / Mission Statement - Growing in Christ]  
[Location: USNA] 

Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

While I was growing up, I spent a significant amount of time on my grandparents’ 

farm in North Carolina.  Spending a significant time in that agrarian environment you 

learn a number of things, some of which are even useful.  For instance you learn that 

when you plow your garden that you plow along the contours of the land and not 

downhill.  If you plow downhill you will only create a great ditch that will wash all your 

dirt downhill as well.  You learn that when you are working on repairing making your 

fence line to look for cedar to make your poles from because cedar does not rot in the 

same way that other posts will.  You learn that when you plant your potatoes and 

onions that you want them well away from each other.  Otherwise, the juice from the 

onions will get in the eyes of your potatoes and make them cry.  Farm life is a hard life, 

but it is also a life filled with joy and thanks. 

In the 70’s David Mallett wrote a song called The Garden Song.  It was 

popularized by singers like John Denver, Pete Seeger, and Arlo Guthrie.  Having spent 

as much time on my grandparents’ farm as I did this song really connects with me: 

Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make this garden grow. 

All it takes is a rake and a hoe and a piece of fertile ground. 

Inch by inch, row by row, Someone bless the seeds I sow. 

Someone warm them from below, 'til the rain comes tumbling down.1 

Personally, I really love this song.  For those of you familiar with Arlo Guthrie you 

probably understand why I especially enjoy his variations on it.  However, as much as I 

really enjoy this song, in some ways its lyrics really disappoint me.  I mean, really, 

someone bless the seeds?  Really, someone warm them from below?  Really?  When 

I hear this I am reminded of Paul as he wandered around Athens in Acts 17 and came 

                                           
1 The Garden Song: David Mallett (1975) 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=269320616
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=269320668
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=269320709
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=269320736
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upon an altar “to an unknown god”2 at the Areopagus, and the way that Paul 

responded is much as I also feel now: 

What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 

who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 

earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 

mortals life and breath and all things. …For 'In him we live and move and 

have our being'3 

So, someone bless the seeds I sow; someone warm them from below.  No, I tell 

you God blesses the seeds I sow, and God warms them from below, and God causes 

our garden to grow.  What some may call someone I call God; God, as we experience 

through His Holy Spirit. 

The 3rd article of the Creed relates to the work of the Holy Spirit.  In this 

proclamation of faith we acknowledge that it is God who is doing the blessing and that 

it is God who is doing the warming.  In Luther’s Small Catechism, Martin Luther 

responds to the 3rd article of the Creed speaking of the Holy Spirit: 

I believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in 

Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called 

me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy and 

kept me in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes 

holy the whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in 

the one common, true faith. Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit 

abundantly forgives all sins—mine and those of all believers. On the last 

day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the dead and will give to me and all 

believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.4 

                                           
2 Acts 17:23 

3 Acts 17:23b-25 & 28a 

4 Luther’s Small Catechism, Martin Luther (1529) response to the Third Article of the Creed 
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Today is the Day of Pentecost.  It is a day that we set aside in our church year to 

especially acknowledge the birth of the Church and the coming of the Holy Spirit.  It is 

the day that we freely acknowledge that our growth in Christ is because of the Holy 

Spirit. 

It is by God the Holy Spirit that we can believe, at all.  It is by God the Holy Spirit 

that we have the gifts to serve, at all.  It is by God the Holy Spirit that we can 

understand or appreciate the Gospel, at all.  Without the Holy Spirit there is no blessing 

of the seeds we sow.  Without the Holy Spirit there is no warming from below or even 

fertile ground.  We are left only with a rake and a hoe and the wrong soil, no water, no 

warmth, no growth.  We only have our toil with no results to show, no growth, no 

NOTHING. 

As a community of faith we have identified part of our mission here in at the 

Naval Academy Chapel as Growing in Christ.  However, before any growth occurs we 

must first acknowledge that we need God to bless and warm; not someone, but God.  

Because, as we previously stated, I believe that by my own understanding or strength 

that I cannot believe.  That is the very foundation of our faith that we are completely 

dependent upon God and without the Holy Spirit we cannot even believe. 

Following that humble acknowledgement, then we completely immerse ourselves 

in fertile ground for healthy growth.  That ground has depth of soil in God’s holy word, 

meaningful worship, regularly receiving the sacraments of Holy Communion and being 

baptized, surrounded by a vibrant community of faith.  That is the fertile ground that 

provides for our growth in Christ which is provided by the Holy Spirit.  In contrast, the 

wrong ground will not take root, will be strangled out by the concerns of the world, and 

will be burned up by others who care nothing for us. 

One thing we are used to in this military community is being given a mission to 

execute.  In our missions we will often hear the what we are to do and the how we are 

to do it.  However, we may or may not ever hear why we are doing it.  In uniform we do 

not have to know the purpose to execute a mission, but in Christ the reason for the 

mission is quite uniform.  Every Christian, every congregation, every community of faith 
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has exactly the same purpose: for the sake of the world.  As Christians we serve not 

for our own benefit, but for the sake of the world. 

For instance, corn does not exists for itself.  Neither do grapes or wheat or any 

other crop we may ever grow.  These all grow in order to feed the world. 

The church does not exist for its own sake.  Like corn and grapes and wheat the 

church exists in order to feed the world; in order to be consumed.  We grow, in Christ, 

in order to share Christ.  We grow, in Christ, in order to serve in Christ’s name. 

Each and every week this community of faith gathered here today gathers for 

worship, for Bible study, for small group discipleship, for prayer and many other 

activities.  Certainly we are all being fed and nourished through these activities, but 

think of it in much the same way as the roots of the grapevine dig deep into the earth 

for its nutrients and its water so that it may produce fruit; fruit to feed the world – not 

itself. 

So, people of God, dig deep.  Dig deep into the nutrients of worship, of Bible 

study, of small group devotion, etc. so that you may feed the world.  Grow in Christ so 

that you can share Christ. 

Personally, as I have witnessed and interacted in this community, I have been 

absolutely astounded at your feeding of the world. 

Each week a team of prayer warriors gather to share the prayer concerns of this 

community of faith.  They lift before God in prayer both corporately and privately the 

prayer concerns that you share with them.  They pray for you personally and me.  They 

pray for your family, our nation, and the world.  Led by the Holy Spirit, our Prayer Team 

grows fruit, in Christ, feeding the world. 

Each week following our 0815 communion service and on the Sundays we 

celebrate Holy Communion, our Lay Eucharistic ministry team takes Holy Communion 

to the sick and shut in from our community.  These volunteers share our worship with 

them, pray for and with them, and embrace them as part of our extended community of 

faith.  Guided by the Holy Spirit, our Lay Eucharistic team grows fruit, in Christ, feeding 

the world. 
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Each week Bible study and small group devotional activities take place as part of 

this community.  In this group they study the scriptures, they mentor one another in 

faith, and they encourage each other in their walk of faith.  In this they foster the faith to 

trust in God and grow in His love and service.  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, these groups 

grow fruit, in Christ, feeding the world. 

Each week our Home Visitation group visits members of this community who 

often are not able to make it to worship.  This group visits those who struggle to get out 

and encourage them lifting their spirits.  They pray with them, spend time with them, 

and through this ministry they eliminate the specter of loneliness and hopelessness.  

Gifted by the Holy Spirit, our Visitation Team grows fruit, in Christ, feeding the world. 

Really, these represent just a few of the many ministries of this congregation.  

Your seeds of faith, your rake, your hoe all blessed by God, your garden of faith, 

warmed from below by the Holy Spirit grows fruit, in Christ, feeding the world. 

So, grow in Christ feeding the world, BUT have the humility to recognize that it is 

God and only God that can cause the growth. 

Please pray with me 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of 

your love. Send forth your Spirit, and we shall be created. And you shall 

renew the face of the earth.  Oh God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

instructs the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we 

may be truly wise and ever rejoice in His consolations, through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.5 

                                           
5 The Group Reunion Prayer, Via de Cristo  


